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List of Supplies Needed for Construction of Loom
4 pcs. TWO-BY-FOURs 34” long (straight) for the crosspieces
2 pcs. TWO-BY-FOURs 42” long (straight) for the verticals
2 pcs. TWO-BY-FOURs 30” long (straight) for the legs

5 17 DOWELS 36" long (straight) for the beams
Three of these dowels are not part of the constructed
loom but are needed once warping begins. For the basic
two dowels which will be used as upper and lower beams
(see illustration), %" metal pipe could be substituted.

4 FLAT CORNER IRONS 32" x %"

16 FLAT HEAD WOOD SCREWS for above %" #6

4 MACHINE BOLTS %:” x 312 to attach upright frame to base
8 WASHERS for above

Ya Ib. BOX NAILS #10

2 12” DOWELS 22” long to be used as shed rods

These are not part of the constructed loom, but are re-
quired for the warped loom. Willow sticks are traditional
and preferable, if available.

1 pr. LEATHER BOOT LACES 54” long to bind top beam to up-
rights
The leather look is usually the most aesthetically pleas-
ing. However, rope, wire or 2 pipe straps may be used
with equal success.

1 sheet ROUGH SANDPAPER

2 34 TWO-HOLE PIPE STRAPS to attach lower beam
to legs, and necessary screws

Tools Needed

Hammer Adjustable wrench 5 7 bit, optional
Screwdriver Pliers



Design and Construction of Loom

This loom has been designed for the following features:

1. The weaver needs free and wide access to the loom. To achieve
this the legs are placed at outer edges of loom and forward bracing
of vertical posts is not used. Such bracing would interfere with inser-
tion of batten.

2. The loom needs to be solidly built so no extraneous side motion
occurs. Bracing to this effect is achieved by application of flat corner
irons screwed to rear of loom frame.

3. The loom must be built of heavy construction to provide weight
which counters the pull on shed rods. A front cross beam is provided
upon which the weaver may lean with no discomfort, while her weight
adds to loom stability. The connecting back crosspiece provides sim-
ilar ballast while creating a place for additional weight if needed.
(Weavers may place rocks, bricks, cinderblocks, etc., here.)

4. The weaving needs to be held in front of the loom proper so
batten insertion will not be continually hindered by the vertical posts.
The top and bottom beams are therefore designated to be longer than
the loom width and thereby hold warp in desired forward position.

CONSTRUCTION PROCEDURE

1. Nail two 2”x4”x 42" pieces to two 27 x4”x34” pieces to
make a frame with dimensions 34” x 46”.

2. Screw flat corner irons to rear of four corners.

3. Nail legs to front and back crosspieces.

4. Bolt upright frame to base: a. Drill two ¥ 7 holes through bot-
tom of frame and base on each side of loom. b. Insert a bolt with
washer through each hole after drilling. c. When all four bolts are in
place, add washer and nut to each. Tighten each with wrench and pliers.

5. Attach upper beam to top of vertical posts by chosen method:
a. With leather: Drill hole in vertical posts and pass leather through
hole before encircling top beam. b. With pipe straps: Attach top beam
with two pipe straps screwed into position.

6. Attach lower beam to top of legs by screwing pipe straps into
position.

Figure 1:

upper beam to ver

Additional Loom Supplies

These items are not part of the loom proper, but are included in the
loom supply list, as well as in the warping supply list. They are dis-
cussed here in detail in case you are scavenging your loom and need
time to locate materials.

3 1”7 DOWELS or BROOMSTICKS 36” long (straight) to mount warp
on loom (See Dowels Nos. 1, 2, and 3 on drawing of loom.)

Since the reservation doesn't support instant lumberyards,
reservation weavers have learned to keep old handles from
brooms, rakes, shovels, hoes, etc. These are invaluable and
every weaving household has a supply. Especially favored are
the broomsticks, but you can substitute regular 1” doweling
for this purpose. The broomsticks or dowels need to be as
long as the loom is wide so they can hold the weaving in
front of the loom proper.

2 %" DOWELS or WILLOW STICKS 22" long for the shed rods
<o:.<<=_ need two sticks of smaller diameter to help you
manipulate the warps during weaving. These are called the
wr.ma _‘o.nm and traditionally are made of willow or hardwood.
<.<___0<< is a strong and supple wood. A straight branch is cut
w_ma to a broom handle so it will dry straight, and then _Am_um
In reserve until needed. These branches are about %" thick
m:.a at least 12 longer than weaving width. A %" dowel, ob-
tainable from the lumberyard, is also workable, as is a o:_;mm:
rod, or other suitable metal rod.
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